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Sewall Wright, with his innovative, 1921 article, “Correlation and Causation”, in J. of Agricultural. Research, Vol. 20, 1921, pp. 557-85, should have gotten the ball rolling, but didn’t. The robots didn’t resist; they simply scratched their heads like so many monkeys looking at an unplugged computer; and continued about their business.
33 years later, John Tukey published “Causation, Regression, and Path Analysis,”  in Oscar Kempthorne, T. A. Bancroft, J. W. Gowen, and J.L. Lush, eds., Statistics and Mathematics in Biology Ames: Iowa State College Press, 1954, pp. 35-66 and Herbert Simon published “Spurious Correlation: A Causal Interpretation,” in J. of the American Statistical Association, Vol. 49, 1954, pp. 467-479.

These causal inquiring systems were incomplete and their foundations in philosophy and axiomatic logic not established. Nevertheless, these insightful initial efforts should have triggered a tidal wave of research into causal inquiring systems and their foundations.

Yet, there was no more than a diminishing ripple on the ponds of non-experimental research, statistics, and research methodology.

Econometrics employs regression and simultaneous equation models. It is more advanced mathematically than path analysis, but the number of papers in that field which consider the causal implications of these mathematical techniques is small. 

Econometricians try to avoid, the word “cause” because of their misguided belief that Hume put a stake in the heart of causality. Due to their avoidance of this word, econometricians have failed to consider sufficiently (a) many of the causal implications and properties of econometrics and (b) many of the benefits that could be gleaned from facing cause inference from econometric analysis honestly and straight forwardly.
13 years after Tukey’s and Simon’s first articles, I stumbled into the field of causal inquiring systems because of a desire to do good empirical research,  rather then me-too research, with inferior and inappropriate statistical tools.

